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PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE

(Item 4.a of the Agenda)

A.
STATUS OF THE SIGNING AND RATIFICATION 

      OF THE CONVENTION OF BELEM DO PARA


Late in the previous decade the Inter-American Commission of Women began giving special attention to violence against women and launched the drafting of a convention on the subject.  The process culminated in the calling of the Sixth Special Assembly of Delegates, on April 18 and 19, 1994, which approved the text of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women.


On June 9, 1994, the twenty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States, held in Belém do Pará, Brazil, approved by acclamation the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence against Women, the Convention of Belém do Pará.


With the Convention approved, the CIM then set itself the goal of ratification of this international legal instrument by all the member states in the Hemisphere and its entry into force.  It engaged in educational, public information and promotional work to accomplish this purpose.  On March 5, 1995, when it had been ratified by the number of countries prescribed in its article 21, the Convention of Belém do Pará entered into force.  At this writing, it has been ratified by 27 countries (Annex I).


Before the Convention of Belém do Pará, few countries had legislation on domestic violence.  Immediately following its entry into force, the member States joined to their signature and ratification of it the passage of laws on domestic violence or made domestic violence a crime (Annex II).

B.
STRATEGIC MEASURES FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PURPOSES OF THE CONVENTION


1.
Background

In Chapter II “Duties of the States” (Articles 7 and 8) the Convention of Belém do Pará establishes the responsibilities of the States and the specific measures and programs to be progressively taken or adopted by them for the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women.  These articles, which are not limitative, provide a basis for the design of programs and plans for accomplishing the purposes of the Convention.


Article 10 provides that “in their national reports to the Inter-American Commission of Women, the States Party must include information on the steps taken to prevent and eradication violence against women, to aid women subjected to violence, and on the difficulties they encounter in implementing them and the factors that contribute to violence against women.”


Following approval of the Convention by the OAS General Assembly, in view of the nonexistence of regulations on the subject for presentation of the Delegates’ country reports, the Executive Committee agreed on guidelines on how to report to the Assembly of Delegates of the CIM on the subject of violence against women. (Annex III)


The twenty-eighth Assembly of Delegates adopted resolution CIM/RES.191/96 (XXVIII-O/96) “Unified Standards for the Preparation of the Delegates’ Reports.” which establishes that a description must be given of the measures for implementing the Convention of Belém do Pará.


The last two Assemblies of Delegates approved resolutions CIM/RES.170/94 (XXVII-O/94) (Annex V) and CIM/RES.186/96 (XXVIII-O/96) (Annex V) on promoting the Convention.  They urged the design and implementation of programs for the prevention and eradication of violence against women.


The OAS General Assembly has also approved resolutions for promotion of the Convention: Resolution AG/RES.1432 (XXVI-O/96) (Annex VI) “Situation of Women in the Americas,” which among other things urges the States to ratify the Convention of Belém do Pará; resolution AG/RES. 1456/97 (XXVII-O/97 (Annex VII) “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Violence Against Women, Convention of Belém do Pará,” which instructs the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM, in order to monitor the Convention of Belém do Pará, to present to the General Assembly biennial reports on progress in application of the Convention and the results obtained by initiatives and programs carried out in the member States in the area of violence against women.


2.
Country reports

It emerges from the country reports presented by the Delegates that progress in the area of violence against women continues to be seen throughout the hemisphere.


It may be concluded from them that the countries have taken similar measures:

· laws have been enacted on domestic violence and sexual harassment, which has led to an increase in complaints by women against their victimizers.  It also became possible to gather more statistics on the subject.

· support services have been set up to assist women subjected to violence (refuges, emergency telephone numbers, and legal and health services))

· training programs have been carried out for judicial, police and health personnel involved in the provision of this assistance, and special women’s protection brigades have been set up in police forces.

· radio and TV programs have been created to build public awareness and to inform women on their rights.

· women’s movements and nongovernmental organizations are providing support and supplying information on violations of the rights of women.


The reports also show that, in addition to continuing to encourage specific measures, the Delegates have made the following proposals for the future:


Enforcement of the enacted laws must be monitored to determine their effectiveness and the obstacles to their implementation.  Comparative studies of this legislation are also needed.


There must be promotion of awareness-building programs in gender issues in all public and private areas relating to domestic violence in order to eliminate prejudices and stereotypes.


Programs on domestic violence against men must be promoted.


This Assembly of Delegates can also decide whether the Convention of Belém do Pará should be followed up with fresh guidelines or whether the CIM and its Delegates should be urged to continue implementing those already provided in the Convention, in the aforementioned resolutions, and in the chapter on “Elimination of Violence” of the CIM’s Strategic Plan of Action.

ANNEX 1

(Already translated)

Annex II

LAWS ON INTRAFAMILY VIOLENCE

Before the Convention of Belém do Pará was approved only a few governments had acquired laws on domestic violence.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines passed the Law on Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Procedures in 1984.

Jamaica approved the Law on Domestic Violence in 1989.

Puerto Rico enacted Law 54 on the Prevention of and Intervention in Domestic Violence in 1989.

Costa Rica in 1990 approved Law 7142 Promoting the Social Equality of Women, in which Chapter 4 covers intrafamily violence.

Bahamas enacted the Law against Sexual Offenses and Domestic Violence in 1991.

Trinidad and Tobago approved a Law on Domestic Violence in 1991

Barbados approved the Law against Domestic Violence in 1992 

Belize enacted the Law on Domestic Violence in 1992.

Peru enacted Law 26260 of 1993, which in March 1997 was amended by Law 26763.


After the Convention was approved, the following countries enacted laws on domestic violence:

-Saint Lucia   
Law on Domestic Violence of 1994

-Chile
Law 19.325 “Establishes Standard Procedures and Penalties for Acts of 



Intrafamily Violence” of August 27, 1994.

-USA
Act 103-322 September 1994, Title IV, Violence against women

-Argentina
Law 24.417 “Protection against Family Violence” of December 7, 1994

-Panama
Law No. 27 of June 16, 1995.

-Uruguay
Law No. 16707 “Law on the Safety of Citizens,” of July 1995, adds to the Criminal Code Art. 321 (bis) making domestic violence a crime and imposing punishments for it

-Ecuador
Law on Violence against Women and the Family, of November 1995.

-Bolivia
Law 1674 “Against Domestic and Family Violence” of December 1995.

-Costa Rica
Law against Domestic Violence of March 1996

-Guyana
Law on Domestic Violence, 1996

-Mexico
Law on Assistance in and Prevention of Intrafamily Violence, of April 26, 1996.

-Colombia
Law on Domestic Violence of July 16, 1996

-El Salvador
Law against Intrafamily Violence of September 1996, Decree No. 902

-Guatemala
Law 97-96 to Prevent, Punish and Eradicate Intrafamily Violence

-Dominican R.
Law 24-97 Making Domestic Violence, Sexual Harassment and Incest Crimes

- Honduras
Law against Domestic Violence, Decree 132-97

CONTINUAN LOS ANEXOS EN HARD COPY.
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