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DRAFT DECLARATION OF SANTO DOMINGO

(Draft declaration presented by the delegation of Mexico)


We, the principal delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) of the Organization of American States (OAS), meeting in Washington, D.C. for the XXIX regular meeting of the Assembly of Delegates, originally scheduled to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic and moved because of the national emergency declared in that country, and in the framework of the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the establishment of the CIM;


Formed in 1928, through a resolution of the Sixth Inter-American Conference, as the first intergovernmental organ in the world for the express purpose of achieving recognition of the civil and political rights of women in the Hemisphere;


Dedicated since its establishment to promoting the advancement of women, by formulating proposals and recommendations for the governments in the Hemisphere aimed at achieving social, economic, and political equality for women in the Americas and designing the role played by men and women as complementary beings of equal value, who are both responsible for the fate of humanity;

RECALLING: 


The 50th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations (UN), which proclaims that "all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights," allowing all persons to invoke them "without distinction of any kind," including gender;

The 50th anniversary of the promulgation of the OAS Charter and the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, both of which reaffirm as a basic principle of the Organization the proclamation of the basic rights of persons without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex; and

The 50th anniversary of the establishment of the Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Civil Rights to Women and the Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Political Rights to Women, which resulted from the CIM's efforts to achieve participation of men and women on equal footing in the decision-making process and the formation of an international consensus;

CONSIDERING: 

The commitments made in:

· The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (New York, United States, 1979),

· The American Convention on Human Rights - Pact of San José (Costa Rica, 1969),

· The Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights - Protocol of San Salvador (El Salvador, 1988),

· Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women – “Convention of Belém do Pará” (Brazil, 1994),

· The Declaration and Platform of Action of the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, China, 1995),

· The Declaration and Program of Action of the World Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, Austria, 1993),

· The Consensus of Santiago, adopted at the VII Regional Conference on the Participation of Women in Development (Chile, 1997),

· The Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action of the Summit of the Americas (Miami, United States, 1994),

· The Declaration and Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, Chile, 1998),

· The Declaration: Reaffirmation of Caracas, issued at the Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation of the member countries of the OAS (Venezuela, 1998), and

· The Joint Declarations of Female Ministers and Officials Responsible for Policies on Women (Santiago, 1995; Managua, 1996; Asunción, 1997; Caracas, 1998);


That the human rights obligations assumed by the states when joining the OAS are a basis for action in the national sphere;

That the inter-American human rights system establishes and defines a set of basic rights and obligatory standards of conduct to promote and protect those rights and the organs that monitor their observance, based on the principles of equality and non discrimination;

That the Report on the Status of Women in the Americas, prepared by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) in collaboration with the CIM, recognizes that women have not yet achieved full equality before the law in all countries in the region. This is due to the persistence of standards that violate the guarantee of equality for women before the law, a lack of proper legislation, or failure to enforce the legislation on the books;

That the full and equal participation of women in the development of our countries, access to economic opportunities, with the ensuing benefits for the countries, and the promotion of the dignity and rights of women in the Hemisphere are equivalent to the preservation of human rights; and

That equal access to education is essential to guarantee the full exercise of women's rights, in order to incorporate women into political activity, see that they enter and remain in the labor market, and improve their quality of life;

BEARING IN MIND:


That the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, presented at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in 1995, proposed strategies to be carried out to secure and strengthen the role of women through the year 2000, giving priority in that five-year period to the following topics: the participation of women in power and decision-making structures, education, the elimination of violence, and the eradication of poverty;

That the objective of the CIM's Biennial Work Plan is to gear the Commission's efforts towards activities with a regional scope, within the priority areas identified, concentrating on aspects that can achieve a multiplier effect, in order to produce results with greater potential of social impact;

That the Plans of Action of the CIM and the Summits of the Americas have common priority areas of interest that should be followed as the main part of the 1998-2000 biennium, with a view to maximizing results and adapting to the availability of resources;

Reaffirm that the rights of women, throughout their life cycle, are an inalienable, integral, and indivisible part of universal human rights. This includes girls; indigenous, migrant, elderly, and handicapped women; and women living in extreme poverty;

Maintain the commitment to ensure the observance of the human rights of women under the law and in practice, primarily with regard to the eradication of violence, equal access to education, and equal access to economic opportunities, for the purpose of eliminating all discriminatory situations and recognizing women's full capacity in all spheres. This must be considered with a clear gender perspective, applied to all areas responsible for administration, planning, securing and imparting justice, and national policies,

Stress our resolve as principal delegates and that of our states to continue to contribute to the CIM's efforts on behalf of the recognition of the role of women, the promotion of their rights, and the advancement of their status in the Hemisphere, supporting strategies aimed at strengthening the Commission in its relations with agencies of the inter-American system, our governments, and other civil society organizations, in order to disseminate the CIM's Strategic Plan of Action, improve the financial situation of the CIM, and consolidate mechanisms to follow-up on and evaluate its activities;

Urge the member states of the CIM to:

a. Take immediate action to identify and amend laws and practices that discriminate on the basis of gender and that prevent the recognition or exercise of women's human rights, by no later than 2000;

b. Ratify human rights instruments for women, particularly the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará) and the Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (Protocol of San Salvador), if they have not yet done so. The latter must be ratified by virtue of the fact that the full and equal exercise of all women's rights must be applied to all categories of law and that those rights are indivisible;

c. Continue with the process of strengthening, improving, and, if appropriate, establishing mechanisms and institutions for women's rights, in order to consolidate the advancement of women in the region;

d. Encourage the formulation of regional cooperation strategies based on the concept that sustainable development requires the full participation of women as agents and beneficiaries of that process; and 

e. Consolidate the provisions of this Declaration, always through dialogue and cooperation, in the framework of the friendship and solidarity that gathers us here today.
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